June 2026 Board Briefs

1 Corinthians 15:58 “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”

What’s Happening or Happened!

Had a fantastic time at the Children’s Center's first-ever Spring Fest! As the greeter at the door, | can
attest to an incredibly happy, joyous group of about 260 Parents, Children, and Grandparents who
walked through our doors and into the back field. There were tattoo and face-painting stations, as well
as a petting zoo, a bouncy house, an ice-creme truck, lunch grilled by Paul Garg, and our very own
Tony Hansen making balloon animals! Thank you to Mariane, Audrey, and the Children’s Center staff,
who worked extremely hard to make this a reality and were on hand on the day of at the various
stations. Thank you to Mike and Grady for the setup and breakdown, Jan for serving lunches, and
Marianne, Julio, Sonya, Sylvia, and Laurie & Bill for representing our Church. A wonderful time was
had by all!

Our Children’s Center is full up for summer camp and nearly full up for the new school year! They are
looking into quotes for a brand-new playground and continue to Phase 2 of Grow NJ Kids. Mariane
has completed her first year as our new Director, and as she has said, “She loves her Job,” and we
love her.

The new roof is completed and paid for in full. All zoning and utility permits are approved, allowing us
to begin our Solar construction. Opal has completed the documents for the NJ installation rebates,
signed and submitted to the state. All we are waiting for is Old Bridge to approve the building permit.
Opal is ready to install. We hope to complete the project this June. The Old Bridge building
department has requested a few plan revisions, which Opal has addressed. We now await, hopefully,
a final review and approval. Once the panels are installed, the accounting firm we engaged will apply
for the federal rebate, which is 40% of the installation cost. This will be paid 1 year after the system is
operational.

In addition to the many maintenance items our Buildings and Grounds Committee handles, there has
been discussion of larger future projects. We have been having trouble with our septic system. While
it has not gotten worse, it has not gotten better either. Mike will soon get an engineer’s input on what
can be done. If the Septic System requires replacement, we are looking at a significant cost.

Buildings and Grounds have also been keeping an eye on our parking lot and driveway, but feel the
cost of ail is too high right now to consider, so additional patchwork will be done on an as-needed
basis in hopes that by next summer, pricing comes down.

Another budding project and goal are to renovate the two existing bathrooms, add two fully
ADA-compliant bathrooms (stealing some space from the main office), and renovate the kitchen. The
designs are on the New Church whiteboard in the hallway associated with the two ADA BRs at
present. The building and grounds committee will continue its investigations and design work on the
kitchen renovation, in hopes of bringing it to the congregation sometime next year. The Board is
floating the idea of a full-fledged Capital Campaign for that project. We could kick off that campaign
with a “Yard Sale in the Church Parking Lot” — You bring all the items you wish to get rid of, and the



sales revenue will go towards that building project.... Just one idea is being considered. Do you have
another?

Remember, we have revived the Flowers in Celebration or Memory of ... for the Altar, which the Altar
Guild will take care of. The Flower book is by the New Directory and our Visitor book. The Card
outreach program has seen great success — again, in the directory we have a listing of all Church
groups with their respective emails. If you would like to join a group, you have questions, and/or
suggestions; these groups can be emailed directly. We hope more people will consider subscribing to
our ministry update email, which arrives early Sunday morning with announcements.

The Talk at 9 AM is just completing the second book, Canoeing the Mountains by Tod Bolsingerin a
series of 3 differing books suggested by Pastor Garrett. The 3™ book — The Art of Breathing by Gina
Roes will begin in the fall. The summer series will be on the Book of Colossians & Strategies.

There are impromptu discussions happening in The Talk about next steps, leadership, culture, and
goals for both our personal health and growth and our church's health and growth. There are many
discussions taking place within the Worship & Music and AV Teams about the future of our worship
experience. There is a group meeting — a think tank of sorts on June 7 that has an interest in our
Children’s and Church’s spiritual and relational growth within our four walls and in our community. The
Deacons regularly meet and talk. Building and Grounds are regularly meeting and talking. The Board
regularly meets and talks. There are more impromptu discussions at our Coffee Socials and quarterly
gatherings. If you have any interest — make it known, join a group, get involved, offer up suggestions,
or ask some questions...

A brief Update on Stewardship from Marianne K.

This is my first few months as your new Treasurer. It has been a delight to learn the ins and outs of
church finance from our former long-term Treasurer, Tony Puricelli. | want to extend a warm and
hearty “thank you” to him for all the time he has spent transitioning with me and for all the wisdom he
has shared as | embark on this new journey with all of you.

Thank you for all your generosity and faithfulness in giving. We had a fruitful spring, with your giving
increasing consistently around Palm and Easter Sundays. As you all know, we had a very frosty
winter, which significantly increased our utility bills (Let's Go Solar!), but because of your generous
giving, we made it through in the positive column, but just barely.

As we approach the summer months, please consider continuing your regular giving through Stripe
giving. Donations are usually down in the summer months due to vacations, but our bills never take a
vacation. Many church infrastructure projects are needed, as Mike noted above. The good news is
that we put a new roof on the building, but that has depleted our Capital Fund.

Please prayerfully consider adding a donation to the Capital Fund and the General Fund as we begin
rebuilding Capital. The solar project is expected to provide substantial rebates and significant savings
on our utility bills, but our aging church needs many repairs and updates.

| look forward to the budgeting process for this fiscal year and for the next.

Final Thoughts: Stewardship starts with recognizing God’s ownership of everything in our lives.
Everything we have belongs to God, and we are entrusted to manage his resources faithfully for his



purposes. Deuteronomy 10:14 “To the Lord your God belong the heavens, even the highest
heavens, the earth and everything in it.”



