
February 2026 Board Briefs

The Admin Board reorganization took place at the January Board Meeting: President- Gwen G., Vice-
President – Faith C., Financial Treasurer – Marianne K., Secretary – Jan B., with 3 at-large members, Sue
L., Audrey M., & Tony P..

NEWS: We want to thank Tony for these many years as our Treasurer and Financial GO-TO guy! In
consideration of Tony’s request, and with his blessings, he will be transitioning from Treasurer and
training Marianne over the next few months. Tony will remain an active member of the Admin Board. For
well over a year now, Tony and Audrey have been working on transitioning the Church’s financial records
and reporting to Quick Books. Presently we are 6 months into parallel reporting between Quick Books and
Power Church.

We have renamed our Sunday School hour to a more kid-friendly name: KID’S CONNECTION! We wish to
thank Marianne K. for continually updating our Church website: https://www.gs4nj.org
Have you visited the website lately?

Alicia D. has taken over our online media presence by adding her flare to Facebook and Instagram (soon
to come) for our Church. THANK YOU

The RaiseRight Script program has again this past year put $2000 into the Capital Fund.

Mariane M. has reported: Enrollment for Summer Camp and 2026-2027 school year begins February 1st.
Registration forms are available on our website. Also GSCC has a fabulous turnout for their Christmas
programs – Pastor estimated 1000 people came through our doors that day!! THANK YOU Mariane and
GSCC StaƯ, and Dan B. for a job well-done. GSCC Website: https://obgscc.com

We have expanded our Worship & Music participants and kid-friendly worship experiences, and the
music, singing, story-telling, & youth participation has just been marvelous! Our AV team led by Dan B.
has continuously stepped up to the plate assisting with all our worship needs. THANK YOU!

RE-CAP: After a congregational discussion with Opal Energy and a congregational meeting this past
December, our Congregation approved the installation of solar panels over GSCC. The roof will be
replaced just prior to this installation slated for this spring. Mike L. and his Buildings & Grounds group
were instrumental in researching this project and bringing the best possible options forward for the
congregation to consider. Of course, the best part is our Church will be recouping funds via state and
federal incentive reimbursements for this project. If you have any questions, please direct them to Mike.

We had a very successful holiday giving season. We would like to thank Marie B. for all her hard work
organizing assistance for needy families for both Thanksgiving and Christmas as well as spear-heading
our Angel gift-giving tree. THANK YOU to all who volunteered their help and for the Congregation’s
financial support.

Pastor and a small group of church leaders have been attending our district’s workshop/seminar &
training called Small Church Clarity project. We are discussing our Ministry Guiding Statement, our
church’s successes, challenges & barriers, as well as our ministry plan & goals present day, and into our

https://www.gs4nj.org/
https://obgscc.com/


future. We recently covered additional ideas for community engagement, internal fellowship, partnering
with other local churches, and a 6-month plan for worship & study.

Speaking of Pastor – what a fabulous Fall & Winter season we are having! THANK YOU PASTOR! We are
elated with Pastor’s sermons, opportunities to dive deeper into prayer, study & worship, and our
understanding of God’s plan for our Church! Pastor Garrett has had a positive impact in GSCC with the
kids, our teachers and in our Congregation. If you have not yet joined a gathering at the parsonage at his
invitation, you are truly missing out! Come join us! The next gathering is March 7th 9-11AM at the
parsonage; “Breakfast for Champions GSNJ Quarterly Gathering” and has been reported in our ministry
update that comes each Sunday Morning. If you have not signed up for this important email you still can
by visiting GSLC website: https://www.gs4nj.org

A brief update on our finances and stewardship for our first half of the year from Tony P.:

Thank you for all you do! We had a wonderful Christmas and year-end giving campaign. We continued
along a similar path as last fiscal year with actual donations (including donations from the Child Care
Center) exceeding actual expenses. That said, we redeployed some of the excess cash to the Capital
Fund as our Building continues to age and is in constant need of repair.

Key point – our expenses ran below budget but in the second half of the year, we will incur a catch-up
period.

We withdrew $112k from our investments which was the required deposit for the Solar Project. The
anticipated return on this project will not be seen until next fiscal year.

Not to rain on our parade, but congregational donations are running about 7% below budget. That
coupled with a catch-up in expenses as mentioned above, may produce a shortfall by year end.

Thank you as always for your stewardship – your time, talent and treasury. We are so blessed with all
we’ve accomplished and continue to accomplish. Thank you so much.

MaƩhew 10:8 “freely you have received; freely give.” This emphasizes selfless generosity and the
importance of sharing the gifts and blessings that God has given to us without expecting anything in
return.

More News: President Gewecke will be attending our book-study “The Talk” & church services on March
22nd and visiting with our leaders that afternoon.

The directory is coming! The directory is coming! After six months of announcements, we will be seeing
our new directory draft soon! THANK YOU to Audrey for heading up this important project.

Stay tuned for changes in our Narthex for a much more welcoming, comfortable and inviting feel as we
enter our church!

So much has been going on! Please consider joining us for our first Sunday of the Month coƯee hour for
some fellowship and good snacks. All the groups in our church are taking turns assisting. THANK YOU!

https://www.gs4nj.org/

